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Preamble:
The Ashtadhyayi, a text of Sanskrit grammar, was written by Panini more than 2500 years ago.
This work consists of approximately 4000 Sutras which formalize every aspect of Sanskrit
grammar, including but not limited to phonetics, euphony, derivation, inflexion, syntax and
semantics. This text remains an unparalleled treatise of grammar in time as well as across
languages and has been a subject of study of every linguistic scholar. In order to study
Ashtadhyayi under modules that target specific topics, grammarians have suggested a change in
the order of Sutras. The primary book that is based on such a targeted operation-based approach
is the Vaiyakarana-Siddhanta-kaumudi of Bhattoji Dikshit. It is under this tradition that an
abridged work titled Laghu-siddhanta-kaumudi was composed by Varadaraja. This work, since it
includes a lesser number of Sutras, now acts as a primer to the Ashtadhyayi, and is recommended
for students who have no prior understanding or study of technical Sanskrit grammar.

Duration:
The course will be conducted in annual format and will engage students for 3 hours each week.

Eligibility:
● HSC or equivalent.
● Prior knowledge of Basic Sanskrit acquired through any 6-12 month course or equivalent.
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Diploma in Paninian Grammar
Credit Scheme

Course Code Course Name Teaching
Scheme (Hrs.)
TH – P – TUT

Total
Hrs.

Credits Assigned
TH – P – TUT

Total
Credits

Course
Category

132N07C101 Laghusiddhantakaumudi 3 – 0 – 1 04 3 – 0 – 1 8* -

Workshop # - - - 02 -

Total 3 – 0 – 1 04 3 – 0 – 1 10 -

*Total credits are 8 as the programme is in annual format, taught over 8 months.

# Workshop in the philosophy and structure of grammar will be facilitated during the year.

Examination Scheme

Course
Code

Course  Name Examination Scheme & Marks

Continuous Assessment (CA) End
Semester

Examination
(ESE)

Term
Work
(TW)

Oral*

(O)
Practical
and Oral
(P and O)

Total

In Semester
Examination

(ISE)

Internal
Assessment

(IA)

132N07C101* Laghusiddhantakaumudi - 30 70 - - - 100

Total - 30 70 - - - 100

* Examinations shall be conducted at the end of the Academic Year.

Syllabus
Selected Sutras of Ashtadhyayi from different topics of the Laghu-siddhanta-kaumudi shall be
taught.

1.
Paper / Course Code Paper / Course Title

132N07C101 Laghusiddhantakaumudi- Purvardha

TH P TUT Total
Teaching Scheme (Hrs.) 03 -- 01 04
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Credits Assigned 03 -- 01 12
Examination Scheme Marks

Oral
(O)

Book
Review

Internal
Assessment

(IA)

Practical
(P)

Term
Work
(TW)

End Semester
Examination

(ESE)

Total

-- -- -- -- 30 70 100

Course Objectives:
This course introduces the student to the subject of Grammar as well as to the structure and scheme of the
Ashtadhyayi. It also teaches the special arrangement of Varnas as well as concentrates in the Phonetics of the
language. It then introduces various Samjnas - technical terms of grammar, Sutras relating to Sandhi -
euphony, and finally rules which relate to declensions of vowel-ending nouns. It also concentrates on verbal
declensions of specific roots in different Tenses and Moods. The course then introduces the student to various
other aspects of the Sanskrit language such as secondary verbal derivatives, primary and secondary nominal
derivatives, syntax, etc.

Course Outcomes: 
At the end of successful completion of the course the students will be able to understand the Structure of the
Ashtadhyayi. Further one shall become familiar with Sutras that relate to Sandhi as well as those that help to
decline vowel-ending nouns. At the end of successful completion of the course the students shall be able to
understand the use of all Tenses and Moods. Further, the student shall be able to learn the Sanskrit syntax -
karaka and vibhakti, as taught by Panini as well as become familiar with all components of the Sanskrit
Language.

Module
No.

Unit
No.

Topics Hours

1.0 Introduction to Grammar 01

2.0 Structure of Ashtadhyayi and Anuvrtti 04

3.0 Pratyahara Sutras 04

4.0 Phonology of Varnas 01

5.0 Samjna Prakarana 06

6.0 Sandhi Prakarana – Vowels 06

7.0 Sandhi Prakarana – Consonants, etc. 06

8.0 Nominal Declensions – Vowel ending Masculine words 10
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9.0 Nominal Declensions – Vowel ending Feminine words 08

10.0 Nominal Declensions – Vowel ending Neuter words 04

11.0 Verbal Declensions – Verb ‘Bhu’ in all Tenses and Moods 16

12.0 Verbal Declensions – continued – Other specific verbs 05

13.0 Introduction to Secondary Verbal Derivatives 01

14.0 Introduction to Denominatives 01

15.0 Primary Nominal Derivatives – Krdanta Part 05

16.0 Unadi Stems 02

17.0 Secondary Nominal Derivatives - Taddhita 02

18.0 Karaka and Vibhakti Usage 10

19.0 Types of Compounds 02

20.0 Feminine affixal endings 02

Total Hours 96

Recommended books:

Sr.
No. Name/s of Author/s Title of Book Name of Publisher

with country

Edition
and Year of
Publication

1 Ram, Kanshi The Laghusiddhantakaumudi of
Varadaraja, 3 Vols.

Motilal Banarsidass
Publishers Pvt. Ltd.,
Delhi

1st edi.,
2011

2 Ballantyne, J. R. Laghukaumudi of Varadaraja Motilal Banarsidass
Publishers Pvt. Ltd.,
Delhi

4th edi.,
2005

3 शा��ी, भीमसेन लघ-ु�स�धा�त-कौमदु�: भमैी �या�या, ख�ड
१-६

भमैी �काशन, �द�ल� ७  वा स�ंक.,
२०१४

4 शमा�, गो�व�द �साद लघ-ु�स�धा�त-कौमदु� चौख�बा सरुभारती
�काशन, वाराणसी

२०१७
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5 साठे, म. धा. आ�ण
आठवलेकर, स. ल.

लघ-ु�स�धा�त-कौमदु� स�ंकृत �व�या पर�स�ंथा,
पणेु

१९९८
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